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Back home and loving it!
Class of 1995-2002 Reunion

Fifty-five Theatre alums
attended the Class of 1995-2002
Reunion on October 3-5 in the
new Doudna Fine Arts Center.
A weekend of activities was
planned by organizers Jen
Corrington Whittington, Jessica
Connors, and J. Sain. In
addition to these classmates,
other theatre alums, from other
years, gathered over the
weekend enjoying the new
spaces and new theatres.

Mammoth Follies

The Hudson Vagabond
Puppet dinosaurs and their
“handlers” roared into
Charleston on October 9 for a
12:30 show that the 2nd graders
of Marshall, IL enjoyed along
with a others that packed the
house. Another public show
was held at 7:00 to a sold-out
crowd. After the performances,
children were invited to come
up on stage and see the “inner
workings” of the dinosaur
puppets.
Second City

Maurice Stein,
Make up Workshop

Maurice Stein, of Cinema
Secrets, Burbank California
(http://www.cinemasecrets.com/ )

instructs student Richard Guss
on how to apply make-up
technique on Shane Sodsaikich
during workshop. A basic
workshop with general
techniques, cleaning and
sanitizing equipment, and ethnic
change was offered on day one.
Day two offered training in
special effects and applying
latex appliances and other
specialized make-up techniques.

Theatre alums touring the “Red
Zone” of the Doudna
Good bye Trailer!!

Moving the costume and prop
storage off the Village Theatre
lot

Six members of the Chicagobased Second City arrived in
Charleston on October 25 to
present workshops and a special
performance as part of the
Doudna Rededication Weekend.
The workshops included
improve and sketch comedy
routines for students and the
community.

Installation of the “Attendant
Spirit” by Ruth Duckworth into
Doudna Fine Arts Center Plaza

Arsenic & Old Lace

The opening production of
Arsenic and Old Lace in the
new Doudna Fine Arts Center
Theatre exceeded expectations
with a classic proscenium set
and outstanding performances
from a cast of students and
community members. Most
seats were filled for the five
performances. As the curtain
rose, the audiences gasped at
the Victorian set that awaited
them after a six-year absence.
State Representative and
special guest performer, Chapin
Rose, did a wonderful job in
fulfilling his dream to portray
Teddy Roosevelt in the play.
The audiences were charmed by
Lizzy Powers and Caitlin Bieda
as they tittered their way
through their scenes. The rest
of the cast made memorable
appearances in the show
including the eerie entry of
Andrew Buel as Jonathan
Brewster.
Director Clarence Blanchette
and costume designer, Jane
Ball-Saret were welcomed back
to EIU Theatre to present this
Alumni Reunion Weekend
production.

A proscenium show goes up
after 6 years absence!

Medea
Medea opened as the first
production in the new Black
Box Theatre in the Doudna Fine
Arts Center. Directed by Jean
Wolski, the thrust set was a new
experience for the student cast
and full-house audiences.
Bailey Murphy’s role as Medea
was moving as was Tim Tholl’s
emotion-wrenching role as
Jason. The cast included EIU
Theatre students and
community members David
Stevens as the Tutor and Stacey
and Lilly Zerbst as the children.

The Green Room – and it’s
really GREEN! Also, serves as
a student lounge with
kitchenette

Student Directed One-Acts
Recent graduate, Jake
Senesac’s one-act play, Bend
and Break was the selection
Lizzy Powers made for her
debut in directing for the
Student Directed One Acts.
Lizzy had a great time directing
fellow students: Courtney
Elliott, Brian McElligott,
Ashley Corbett, and Tyler
Benbow. Bend and Break was
the first fully staged “new
works” to come out of the play
reading festival held each
spring.
Kristen Thompson took on
Neil Simon’s The Good Doctor
in making her directing debut.
A multi-scene production, her
cast included Eric Dusanek,
Dijon Marshall, Phoebe
McHenry, Rob Browy, and
Katie Shaughnessy.
The One-Acts were
dedicated to long-time
supporter of student theatre,
Dean James K. Johnson, who is
retiring this spring.

A Make-up lab to be proud of…

Not just a movement studio, it’s
a classroom and performance
space!

A drafting lab, small classroom
and so much more…

Position Opening for Visiting
Artist
The Department of Theatre
Arts at Eastern Illinois
University (http://www.eiu.edu/
~theatre/home/index.php) is
seeking a director for the
November 2009 fall production
of William Shakespeare’s The
Tempest. Production dates are
November 13,14,15,16, and 17,
with a possible school matinee
on the 12th and a formal
preview with audience on the
12th. Casting will be in August.
Eastern Illinois University is
located in Charleston Illinois,
50 miles south of ChampaignUrbana. Experience directing
in an educational setting
MFA/MA degree in Directing
required; or equivalent
professional experience. If
qualified, the candidate may be
asked to teach an advanced
performance styles class related
to the production. Rehearsals
are to begin late September.
Salary will be commensurate
with experience. Production
will be held in the newly
renovated Doudna Fine Arts
Center. The theatre space is a
300-seat proscenium style
performance space. Send
application letter, resume,
letters of recommendation, plus
contact information for
references to: Search
Committee: Director/Visiting
Artist, Department of Theatre
Arts, 600 Lincoln Ave., Eastern
Illinois University, Charleston,
IL 61920. Review of
applications to begin January
2009, and continue until
position is filled.

Spring Events
January 21, 7:00 Movement
Studio – New Works Table
Reading. Plays selected for the
7th Annual Reading are:
Stephen Jefferies Undying Love
and Rocco Renda’s
Exestentialismists.
February 26 – Teachers for
Teachers Day – 4:00 p.m. An
evening of dinner, discussion on
the aspects of producing
Brighton Beach and how the
Department can assist teachers
in the future, with a Brighton
Beach performance finale.
March 6 – Faustworks.
Faustwork Mask Theatre is
committed to exploring and
celebrating the art of the Mask,
to challenge and delight unique
synthesis of theatre, physical
comedy, dance, and poetry. The
Mask Messenger is a series of
vignettes ranging from comic to
bizarre to poignant. With a
variety of masks, performances
use body language,
psychological insight, and
humor to captivate the
audience. Artist Website:
www.faustwork.com/
$5 general admission; open
seating
March 26 - Tree Theatre –
Road Trips. A Coming Home
Series program. The Tree
Theatre of New York, created
and run by Mike Papaleo and
Bryan Grossbauer, two EIU
Theatre alumni, will perform an
original one-act musical for
adults. Artist website:
www.treetheatre.com
$5 general admission, open
seating

Theatre Arts Undergraduate
Research Symposium
The 4th Annual
Undergraduate Research
Symposium was held in the
Black Box on December 10th,
2008 with 7 participants
presenting papers. The “Best
Undergraduate Theatre
Research Paper of 2008” was
awarded to Ashley Nolan.
Papers included Kali Cox,
“A Simple Transformation,”
Philip B. Gallagher,
“Shakespeare’s The Merchant
of Venice: Shylock’s
Deracination and Loss of His
Identity,” Cassie Schnarr,
“Bloody Desires,” Paul Martin,
“The Theatre Major: A Waste
of Time?,” Kaylin
Humerickhouse, “Fakes,
Frauds, and Fronts: ‘Seeming’
in Shakespeare’s Measure for
Measure,” Megan Kvistad,
“Virginity as a Battle of the
Sexes in Measure for Measure,”
and Ashley Nolan, “William
Shakespeare’s Measure for
Measure: The ‘Ice’ of Angelo’s
Politics” with a Perspective on
Shakespeare’s Measure for
Measure.
Sponsored by the
Departments of Theatre Arts
and English, judges included:
Allison Cameron, and Jerry
Eisenhour of Theatre Arts and
David Raybin and David
Radavich of the English Dept.

Sculptress Ruth Duckworth on
day of Rededication of Doudna
Fine Arts Center

EFA Scholarship
Recipient
Bryan Grossbauer
(1993-1998)
Post College in a Page or Less.
By: Bryan Grossbauer
Receiving the EFA Award
was a great honor. It brought
me to Eastern Illinois
University where I was a part of
some wonderful productions;
worked with some amazing
people, both on and off stage,
and was a member of a creative
community that I still feel lucky
to be a part of. Upon
Graduation from Eastern
Illinois University, I moved to
New York City to pursue my
acting career. I relocated into
the back bedroom of a small
one-bedroom apartment in
Chelsea, and began to audition.
I auditioned all the time, 5-8
auditions per week. In between
auditions, I worked as a temp in
many different offices
throughout New York. After
six months of small roles and
even smaller paychecks, I
decided that a stable job, that
would pay my ever-increasing
bills, was inevitably the next
step.

I connected with an actor
friend of mine whose mother,
who was teacher at a reputable,
Upper West Side private school
called The Calhoun School. I
substituted a few times and was
offered a contract for the next
year as a first grade assistant
teacher. For two years I juggled
teaching and acting - auditioned
quite frequently, worked with
many wonderful children, and
landed some pretty amazing
roles. However, nothing gave
me any real paycheck as an
actor. I was still performing in
other people’s plays, with
audiences full of my friends or
other cast members friends,
never breaking that off-offBroadway scene.
A position opened up as
lower school performing arts
teacher. I took the job and
began to reshape what was a
rather lackluster program.
Since then, I have been teaching
acting to many students over the
past six years, including fellow
EIU alumni Joan Allen’s
daughter, Sadie, who was in my
acting class for three years.
In June of 2002 I was cast in
a Jagermiester commercial that
was directed by 2007 Cannes
Film Festival nominee, Jan
Bonny. It was a fun little piece
shot in Prague, Czech Republic.
It was great to travel and see
Europe for the first time as a
working actor staying in decent
hotels instead of halfway decent
youth hostels! I came back to
New York and knew that I
needed to take a different
approach towards my acting
career. A new approach that
would give me more creative
control… that was when I
founded a theatre company

called Tree Theatre with fellow
EIU Alum and fellow EFA
winner, Michael Papaleo.
Tree Theatre has been an
amazing journey these past few
years. We have written several
original plays and we have been
booked all over the United
States to perform our original
two person plays. Tree Theatre
continues to grow and we are
right now in the midst of
creating our latest piece that
will hopefully give us the
commercial success that we
desire.
On May 13th 2006, I married
Erin O’Callaghan. She is an
attorney for Thacher, Proffitt &
Wood, a law firm here in NY.
My post college career has
been an exciting and fulfilling
ride… and I am always looking
forward to the future…
Bryan

Behind the glass and mirror is a
box office for all venues (and J.
Sain)

Jen Holdefer helping to clean
out the Props Storage Barn,
Summer 2008

Hello again!
For those of you that were
able to make it to the
Rededication only a couple of
short months ago, it won't be
that long since you've heard
from me. For those that didn't,
you were sorely missed, and I
truly hope you take the
opportunity and visit the
wonderful new space our
Theatre Arts Department now
inhabits.
I wanted to briefly touch on
something that John brought up
at the dinner reception, something that is very familiar to me
and quite important during this
time of the year: charitable
giving.
John mentioned that he
would like us, the alums, to take
an active role in supporting the
new students by making a gift
to the theatre, and becoming
part of EIU's donor network.
There are many worthy causes
that take up our time and our
finances each year, but I think
that it's important to note that
our department should be one of
those.
We all spent so much of our
time in Doudna that for many of
us, it was simply home.
Whether you were down in the
costume shop getting Karen a
soda, upstairs hanging lights
with David, or spending your
evenings watching Clarence
sleep through one of your
rehearsals (thanks, by the way,
Clarence....I'll definitely carry
that memory with me for the
rest of time), we lived in that
building.
I would encourage you all to
stay in touch with the EIU
Theatre Department, and one

great way to do that is to make
an annual gift. Help with
whatever amount you are both
comfortable and capable of
giving. Every gift that comes
through the door helps make it
easier on the people who
worked so hard for us, and with
us, during some of the best
years of our lives. One single
dollar a week, less than a cup of
coffee, equates to more than a
$50 gift to the school over the
course of a year. Certainly, in
these tough economic times, we
have many concerns and
responsibilities we worry over,
but I would like to think that the
Department is still one of them.
I could go on forever on this
subject, but I'll end by saying
that the size of your gift is not
what matters, only that you
pledge your support with
your continued participation in
the Eastern Illinois Theater
Department.
You can surely give up a
coffee a week for that, can't
you?

Theatre Arts Alum &
Patron Season
Many of you, alums and
patrons, have asked about the
production program and how to
get involved. You support us in
the way of donations and many
with your time and visiting with
students and helping young
teachers early in their careers.
Since Theatre became an
independent department, there
have been over 300 Theatre
Arts majors graduating from
EIU. I would like the
productions to be dedicated and
supported by all of the alums.
How can you do this? How can
a little go a long way?
All of us have our vices and
for many in the Theatre it is
COFFEE. Share a cup of JAVA
with us and help support the
Theatre Arts Production Season
in the new Doudna!!
Send your JAVA donation/
pledge to the address on page 7.

Warm Regards,
Nic Camfield, 2002

Plantation Owner
$366.00 and above
$365.00 Juan Valdez
one cup per day
$104.00 Grande
one cup per week per year

The new costume shop opens
the door to new possibilities

$24.00 Venti
one cup per month per year
$2.00 Tall
one cup per year

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Gwen Marie Cribbett (1992) –
just finished (Aug. 2008)
working on “Urinetown, the
Musical” for Over the Moon
Productions in Springfield. She
was the make-up designer for
that show and is designing
“Camelot” at the Hoogland
Center for the Arts. For the
Springfield Muni Opera and
Springfield Theatre Center, she
has been a make-up designer,
make-up crew member,
costume crew member and cast
member since 1989. She taught
high school Social Sciences for
12 years and was the IHSA
Speech coach for 6 years. She
now works in the Office of
Admissions at University of
Illinois at Springfield.
Kristin Cotterell (2004) graduated with a Speech
Communication major and a
Theater minor.
She applied, and was
admitted into the Arts
Administration program at
Indiana University and
completed the program Spring
2008. She took courses in
performance arts center
management, opera
management, marketing the
arts, fund development for
nonprofits, museum
management, arts-based public
policy, etc., etc.
While there, she became
attracted to the area of museum
management and marketing and
took a detour from the
performing arts area. The final
leg of the program requires
students to complete a semesterlong internship (in lieu of a
thesis) at an arts organization
and Kristin completed hers as a
marketing assistant at the Dallas

Museum of Nature & Science.
After a summer-long internship
at a historical museum at Mt.
Hood in Oregon, she is now
trying to find a job in Oregon.
“I thank Jerry Eisenhour for
mentioning Arts Administration
to me as a possibility. I may
remain in the museum angle of
it, or I may move back to
performing arts aspect of it. In
any case, it's been a great
melding of my interests! Thanks
again, and I hope all is well!”

At Megan Gabor & Josh
Mason Wedding Reception ,
Oct.2008
Back row (l-r) – Brian Aycock
(2008), Cyndi Golata, Jake
Senesac (2007)
Front row (l-r)– Lara Black (2008),
Megan Gabor (2007), Katy
Hawley (2007)

Michele Butler Shaffer (1995)
– and her husband Nate (1996)
welcomed twin girls into their
family. Emme Reese and Ella
Brooke were born on April 22,
2008. The girls joined their 2 ½
year-old brother, Evan.
Michelle is currently living in
San Diego, CA working as a
Fulfillment Manager for CDI.
Jim Romanovich (1985) – Jim
is producing “World’s Funniest
Moments with Arsenio Hall” on
Wednesday nights and his new
special “Heroes at Home”
hosted by Howie Long, on
Tuesday evenings on
MyNetwork. Check them out at
www.mynetworktv.com

Thomas Kee (1988) –
performed in The Goatwoman
of Corvis County, a gothic
comedy about a southern
woman and her family by
Christine Whitley, August 1-31.
The inaugural production is in
the new Elayne Bernstein
Theatre facility at Shakespeare
& Co. in Lenox, MA.
(http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/18/theater/18
berk.html?_r=2&scp=2&sq=Goatwoman&st=cs
e&oref=slogin)

Mary Kathryn “Kathie” Scott
(1984) – works with a service
agency in Charleston. She has
taken short mission trips to
work with third world countries
including Honduras (3 visits)
and Tanzania, Africa (one visit).

The expansive scene shop
allows for simultaneous projects

Upcoming Shows
Brighton Beach Memoirs
directed by Jerry Eisenhour will
be in The Theatre Feb. 27 Mar. 3.
Set in the late Depression era,
the play centers around Eugene,
a young man caught up in the
awkward, sad-funny anguish of
growing up and discovering
life. It is actually a “Memory
Play” about Simon’s own
family. And while Eugene
dominates the play, it is the
story of all mothers, fathers,
sisters, and brothers living in
troubled times.

The Commedia: Princess and
the Pea directed by John T.
Oertling, April 4 and 5 at 2:00
(note change in dates)
The Commedia Princess and the
Pea is a fun and innovative
play. Arlequin is afraid he’ll be
stuck playing the role of the
pea, but he ends up getting to
play the prince. The troupe
romps through a series of
hilarious princess tests with
great slapstick humor! A fairy
godmother in this story?
Rosetta’s playing the role,
whether the troupe likes it or
not!

An Evening of Student
Directed One-Acts, April 1719 with student directors Rich
Aguilera and Bailey Murphy.
Rich Aguilera directs Brian
Aycock’s (2008) play Cowboy
and Indians. Bailey Murphy
directs The God of Hell by Sam
Shepherd.

And...Happy New Year!!!!

Happy Holidays from the
faculty and staff of the
Theatre Department

FRIENDS OF THE THEATRE
Angel
Producer
Director
Assistant Director
Stage Manager
Crew

$300.00 +
$200.00 - $299.00
$150.00 - $199.00
$125.00 - $149.00
$100.00 - $124.00
$ 50.00 - $99.00

Your support is playing an increasingly important role in funding our program and the quality it affords. As appropriations from
the state are cut and inflation continues its dizzy spiral, patron support becomes a necessity. Your voluntary donations are
necessary to our success in supporting a service to the community, campus and region. Please take a moment to fill out the
attached form and return with your pledge or check. Your generosity is appreciated.

Make checks payable to:

Eastern Illinois University

Pledge Amount $____________

Mail Checks to: University Theatre, 600 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL 61920-3099
MAILING LIST AND PLEDGE INFORMATION
Name_____________________________________________________ Publish your name in program? _______yes ______no
Address________________________________________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________________________________State___________________Zip_____________
Phone_________________________________________ E-mail__________________________________________________

University Theatre
121B00
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, Illinois 61920-3099

NON PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO 24
CHARLESTON IL 61920

Return Service Requested

Let us hear from you!
We would like to include information about our alums in the newsletter. Take a moment and let us know where
you are and what you are doing.
Name_____________________________________________________________________ Class__________________________
Phone_______________________________________ E-Mail_______________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Street
City
State
Zip
NEWS ABOUT YOU OR OTHER EIU THEATRE ARTS GRADS:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you like to receive the newsletter electronically _____ yes _____ no
Department of Theatre Arts, Eastern Illinois University, 600 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL 61920 or
e-mail dklewis@eiu.edu or jtoertling@eiu.edu
MAIL TO:

